


Population

In Croatia there live approximately 4,7 million people. The dominating groups are Croats(77,9%) and Serbs(12,2%). The Serbs population lives mainly within the areas Krajina and Slavonia. The populationgrowth is only 0,08%, which is the lowest within the former Yugoslavia’s republics. The populationdensity in Croatia is 84 inh./km² and the biggest populationkoncentration is from the Zagrebarea and northwards. The most important cities are Zagreb(704 000 inh.), Split(169 000 inh.), Rijeka(159 000 inh.) and Osijek(105 000 inh.).

Government and political system

The constitution of the republic was accepted by the parliament in 1990 while Croatia was still a part of Yugoslavia. The new constitution guarantees various civil rights to the Croatian populace, including freedom of thought, freedom of conscience and religion, the right of assembly, the right of ownership, and equality under the law.

The principal political parties are the Croatian Democratic Union, the Croatian Christian Democratic party, the Croatian Democratic party, the Croatian Farmers' party, the Croatian Party of Rights, the Croatian People's party, the Croatian Social-Liberal party, Dalmatian Action, Green Action-Split, Istrian Democratic Assembly, Rijeka Democratic Alliance, Serb Democratic party, Serbian People's party, Social Democratic party/Party of Democratic Reform of Croatia (offshoot of the former Communist party), and the Socialist party of Croatia.

The president of the republic is the head of state and holds executive power. The president is elected by direct popular vote to a five-year term, and then calls elections for the chambers of assembly. The president also appoints the prime minister and is commander of the armed forces.

The Croatian Supreme Court is the highest court in the republic. All judges are appointed by the republic's Judicial Council. The Judicial Council is elected by the Chamber of Representatives. There are also various trial and appellate courts.

The government of Croatia employs an army, navy, and air force as well as an armed military police force, an air defense force, and the Croatian Defense Association. All of these defense units total about 159,000 personnel. Under Croatian law, at least ten months of military service is demanded for all men, though during war the period is usually longer.

Culture and language

The three official languages of the former Yugoslavia are Serbo-Croatian, Slovenian, and Macedonian. The languages belong to the southern branch of the Slavic subgroup of Indo-European languages, which we recently studied for the literaturetest in Swedish.

Serbo-Croatian is spoken in Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia and Montenegro. It exists in two main variants, Serbian and Croatian. Even though Serbian and Croatian are considered one language, there are some minor differences in vocabulary, "sentence structure", vowel formation, and pronunciation. Also, the Serbs, most of them are Eastern Orthodox, use the Cyrillic alphabet, while the Croats, who are mostly Roman Catholic, write their language in Roman script.

Most of the musiclife, which rose in Dalmatian in the 11th century, was under influence by Venice. Some of the musicians that worked during the 17th century in Split are Ivan LukaSYMBOL 99 \f "MS Reference 2"iSYMBOL 231 \f "MS Reference 1" and Tomaso Ceccini. Also Luka SorkoSYMBOL 99 \f "MS Reference 2"eviSYMBOL 231 \f "MS Reference 1" is a well known composer from the 18th century and he was influenced by Italy as well. 

To separate the Croatian culture from the culture of the rest of the former Yugoslavia is not an easy thing to do because they all have a common cultural heritage. The most important factors, except the ecological, are religion and language. Croatia belongs to the western part of the southslavic culturesection and have been influenced by middle Europe. Croatia has not only been taking after Italy but also Austria and Hungary, specially within the art of construction. In Zagreb there is a central institution for cultureresearch and they release the book Narodna Umjetnost every year. One last thing worth mentioning is the Croatian nationalteam in soccer which has qualified for the European Championship playoff in England this summer and I believe they have a fair chance of winning with players like Boksic, the goalie Ladic and Zwonomir Boban, normally playing for AC Milan.

_922200691.bin

