The son of an english milkman was born February 2´nd, 1951. His name was Gordon Matthew Sumner, but later he became known as the artist Sting.

When Sting was young he had a set of circumstances to overcome, starting with his birth, into what he once called ”a family of losers”.

Newcastle, where he was born, was a bleak industrial city, full of what seemed to Sting as people living dead-end lives. When he talks about his life as a boy, he always milder everything he says about the town and his family, but he still maintains that the city ”wasn´t a great place to grow up in”. He early wanted to break up. But that sets up all kinds of pressure and turmoil within a family, knowing that someone wants to break out.

The young Mr Sumner went through any number of dead-end jobs before he achived success as a musician. He was a ditch-digger, a busdriver and a civil servant for example. The best of those jobs was as an elementary school-teacher. But he continually changed jobs, never resting in anyone to long.

He was playing in local jazzclubs at the age of 17. He learned from older mucicians to play bass and to read music. After a couple of years Sting had earned enough money and confidence, to move to London and shot a career as a musician.

After a short time in London Sting ran into Stewart Copeland, a drummer who was looking to start a band. 

By 1976 Sting, Copeland and Andy Summers were performing together as the Police.

The Police had an attitude as a rebellious punkband, but they spent more time on music and performing, than drug abbuse and posing, wich was very popular at the time. 

With help of Copeland´s brother, Miles, who owned a small record company, the Police recorded their first single, ”Fall out”.

The single was a minor success, and ”A&M Records” signed the band.

Now the Police was famouced in United Kingdom, but in the States nowone had ever heard of them. 

But with the 1979 success of their single ”Roxanne”, the Police became well- known on both sides of the Atlantic. They recorded several albums and were now very popular. ”Synchronicity” were their best selling orginal album. 

”Every breath you take” and the title track was hugely successful. 

But after that, the working relatinonships in the band began to strain, so they broke up to work with solo projects.

Sting spent some time jamming with jazzmusicians after the break up. This development led to the jazz sound of his first soloalbum, ”Dream of the blue turtles”. 

”Nothing like the sun”, with a name taken from Shakespeares´s sonnets, followed in much the same vein.

After that album, his parents died, and Sting couldn´t write another note or lyric for almost three years. Then he finally broke down and began to work those deaths. ”The soul cages” almost wrote itself, in the space of two weeks it was an album about facing things thet Sting thought he had escaped: his family, his background and death.  

Also since leaving the Police, Sting has taken it upon himself to use his money for good causes. He supports amnesty international, in its efforts to protect people from their own goverment and he gives money to save the Brazilian rainforest.

1994 Sting gave out an album called ”Fields of gold: The best of Sting 1984-1994”, 

wich celebrates his ten years as solo artist.

He has sung with a number of artists, including:

Dire straits, ”Money for nothing”

Elton John, ”Come down in time”

Julio Iglesias, ”Fragile”

Bryan Adams and Rod Stewart in, ”All for love”

His latest album is ”Mercury falling”.

