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Plot
In the Louver, a monk of Opus Dei named Silas apprehends Jacques Saunière, the museum’s curator, and demands to know where the Holy Grail is. After Saunière tells him, Silas shoots him and leaves him to die. However, Saunière has lied to Silas about the Grail’s location. Realizing that he has only a few minutes to live and that he must pass on his important secret, Saunière paints a pentacle on his stomach with his own blood, draws a circle with his blood, and drags himself into the centre of the circle, re-creating the position of Da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man. He also leaves a code, a line of numbers, and two lines of text on the ground in invisible ink…

A police detective calls Robert Langdon and asks him to come to the Louvre to try to interpret the scene. Langdon does not yet realize that he himself is suspected for the murder. 

After murdering Saunière, Silas calls the “Teacher” and tells him that, according to Saunière, the keystone is in the Church of Saint-Suplice in Paris. The Teacher sends Silas there to follow Saunière’s clues to the keystone’s location. But at arrival he discovers that he has been tricked. In rage, he kills Sister Sandrine Bieil, the church’s keeper and also a guard for the Priory of Sion. 

At the Louver, Langdon meets Bezu Fache, the police captain, and realizes that the police suspects him for the murder.

Sophie Neveu, an agent of the department of cryptology also Saunière’s granddaughter, arrives at the crime scene and tells Langdon that he must call the embassy. When Langdon calls the number Sophie gave him, he reaches her answering service. The message warns Langdon that he is in danger and should meet Sophie in the bathroom at the Louvre. Langdon is doubtful but he fallows her instructions. And from there they're the quest for truth and justice begins…

Characters

Robert Langdon – He's a Harvard professor in art history and expert in symbolic. Middle age American who’s in Paris for a short visit when he suddenly get himself involved in a chase for one of the best hidden secrets the world has ever known. 

He reminds me a lot of Indiana Jones. The difference is that this character and this book are so much more intelligent and in a totally different level then Hollywood movies will ever be.

The actor I would choose to play Langdon would be David Duchovny. He’s one of the agents in the X files, therefore he seams as a good candidate for the part. He also matches the description of Langdon that Brown gives in the book. 
Sophie Neveu – a young cryptologist working for the French FBI. It turns out that the murdered Museum chief is in fact her grandfather that she hasn’t spoken to for almost 20 years.  

Silas – a 6 feet tall albino who’s deeply religious and an active member of Opus Dei. His devotion to the church and also his mentor (the bishop) leads him to murder several persons. He does it thinking that he’s doing it “in the name of the lord”. Much of his behaviour can be explained by his childhood and his life long experience of being 

The Bishop – He’s a very religious man who’s one of the leading characters in the catholic organization “Opus Dei”. He’s also the one who showed Silas “the way”.

Police captain Fache – The head of the French correspondence for FBI. He takes up a wild chase for Agent Neveu and professor Langdon and there’s nothing he won’t do to get them. For him it’s the way for to retire “gracefully” and to be remembered as a hero. To be remembered as the one who caught the murder of one of the most beloved man of France. 
Environment

The story is played out in very famous parts of Paris and England. All of the mentioned places in the book are real and many Grail hunters have through the history visited these places in their quest for the big legendary treasure. Some people do still go to see Da Vinci’s painting to find some sort of clue. 

He has described the big Parisian museum, the Louver, very precisely. The characters overwhelming feelings when they first enter this famous museum are so well described that you can picture the entire museum in your head almost as if you where there.    

Message

I don’t really know if others feel the same way, but to me the message of this book seams to be that the quest is far much more fun then to actually find out the secret. In the end that is all the book seams to be about. I mean, through out this novel they run around from one place to another, from one clue to another, until they reach their destination. To put it simple, without really telling the ending, things aren’t always what they seams to be. Perhaps what he meant by the ending was that love, pace and harmony is what the Grail stands for. That it’s more of an symbol then a actual artefact.   

Film adaptation

This film is ideal for film adaptation because it is written in a very “filmy” way. The plot would make a great movie because it is cunning, filed with action and has a lot of drama in it as well. It would surely get lots of nominations if it was adapted to the cinema screen. 

The script wouldn’t be so hard to write either because of the way the way the book is written. It would be rather easy to just make a few changes in the novel and turn it into a film script. Also the environment is very well described and it is played out at famous places, so it wouldn’t be hard to film. It doesn’t need any big special effects, like fantasy and sci-fi movies do. 

The only problem would be the response from the religious groups that are mentioned in the book. Because of the controversial content of this book, the film would upset even more.  But that is also the only “obstacle” I see in making a movie out of this book. 

