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HIGH FIDELITY  by Nick Hornby

Rob is 36 years old and owns a small recordstore in North London. Rob probably has everything to wish for, but he misses his old girlfriend Laura, who suddenly had enough of him and just went away. Rob is both miserable and relieved. 

The music, especially old vinylrecords, is his world. But without Laura his world is not complete. How should he get her back? What would he do if he lived in a Bruce Springsteen-song? When the life feels too boring he can always comfort himself with creating a top-five-list over topics like the best songs ever or his most memorable separations. 

The novel takes place in London, only in London. Most of the book Rob spends in his record store or in his his apartment. The course of events is a couple of months, but sometimes he invites us for some flashbacks to his earlier relationships. Besides Rob and Laura we also get to know Rob´s both employed; Dick and Barry who is two know-all with totally different personalitys. The only thing that connect them is their burning interest in music. Rob is working as a sounding board between them in their lively discussions. 

Rob is the kind of person who is very sensitive, but he´d rather die than letting anyone know. His outside is quite self-confident and his inside is both pathetic, childish and a ordinary English man in his mid-thirties. 

He is the kind of person who, when he feel emotional stress, reorganizes his huge record collection. I dont know if that tells you anything, but at least it tells me a lot. You would know immediately if you´ll meet him once. His look is a little bit difficult, as if he must analyze you before he says hello. And he always, always, always, no matter what, returns to the topic music, because music is the only topic he knows about. Even though he is pretty smart he never uses it and he´ll never need it. 

He lives in a bubble with a routine that´s all the same day after day. By reading the book you get the feeling he´ll never change his life and he have no plans to change it either. 

High fidelity is a cheeky and humorous novel about love, music and erotic. My opinion is that ”High fidelity” is a book you must read at least two times to understand. The first time i read this book i thought it was a pretty weird book and i almost fell asleep when i read it. But after a short while i decided to give it a second chance because it had such great reviews. And i´m very glad i did, because it grew. It grew so big that it  became one of my favorite books. 

The book is suprising and funny but also a little bit sad sometimes. It gets so absurd but at the same time it is so easy to understand the novel just because of it´s ordinary style. It´s easy to recognize your self in Rob´s thoughts about everything and nothing. 

