
Malcolm X

Why did i choose to work with this  ?

The purpose with my research is to reflect a great mans life both personly aswell as socialy. I will try to answer as many questions as possible , but here´s my  starting ten questions to answer.
1. Malcolm X was an important man for the black people in America , but how did he become so great ?

2. The opression of the black people in America was very big during his time , so how did he connect with so many  people ?
3. He got involved in a organisation called Nation of Islam , what where their ideologey ? 

4. Did he go to school ?

5. Was he living in poverty as a child ?

6. Alot of black young people in America have problems with drugs ,  did he have any ?

7. What did he achieve in his life except becoming famous ?

8. I´ve seen some movies about his life and it seems as if he hated white people , if he did – why ?

9. Where and when was he borned ? 
10. Did he ever visit the most importent palce for a muslim – Mecka ?

I will do my best to answer these qeustions and i hope you will be satisfied with the result.
Background Facts  
Malcolm X was born in Omaha on May 19 , 1925.
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He was kind of light skined and that was the result of his grandmother having been raped by a white man. His mother hated her father and had never seen or spoken to him and she never wanted to either. I think this is what started his hate for white people and it did´nt get better.

His father was Earl Little and was a minister in a baptist church in the local area.

He was also a militant fallower of Marcus Garvey´s “ Back to Africa” movement.

The racistorganisation , the Ku Klux Klan warned him [image: image2.jpg]


sevral times to stop preaching Gravey´s massage , but Earl ignored them and that lead to the death of four of his six brothers. But not even that made him stop , he kept preaching and left the KKK no option but to kill him. He was found dead on a railway track. The family did´nt get any insurance money because the insurance company , that was being runned by white men ” thought” it was a suicide. These where hard times in America , it was a big ekonomical depression and Earl left his wife with an almost impossible situation – to feed and raise 8 children as a single mother.
Finally the authorities went in and took the children away , the mother went nuts and ended up in a mental hospital.      
Malcolms life :

After the authorities pitched in ,  Malcolm ended up at a white couples home that ran a correctional school for white boys.
The family liked him in a way you would like a house pet.

They got him in to the all white school and he did really good. 

He was popular , and played all sort of sports and stayed the head of his class through out the eight grade. He was kind of big for his age and by the time he was 14 he was big enough and looked big enough to get a job. So he started working in a diner cart on a train that ran between Boston and New York City. Whenever he was in NYC he always sat in bars around Harlem and kept his ears and eyes open , but his mouth shut. So did some people their to , and kept their eyes on him
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One day a numbers man askes if Malcolm wants to be his runner and Malcolm never catches the train back to Boston. Right there is where he starts his life in crime. “ I was in everything the white police and the gangsters left open to the black criminals ” ( Malcolms own words ).

He was in all sorts of crime like drug dealing and selling women. He was a pimp and sold black women to white men and white women to black men ,  he was in all evil you could name.

By the time he was 16 he had sevral men working for him. And had also policemen cooperating with him which made thing much easier. He was like a middle-hand to the powerful white men in the city. They came to him and he knew exactly were he would get whatever they wanted. Some of his best costumers where top police people , businessmen , politicians and clergyman. But dispite the fact that his own father was murdered by whites he still was blind enough to mix with them and socilize with them. He looked at them like gods and goddesses – until a certain Mr. Muhammed´s powerful spirutal message opened his eyes and enabled him to see them as a race of devils. “ Nothing had made me see the white man as he is until one word from the Honroble Elijah Muhammed opened my eyes overnight”. It happened in prison. He was finally caught and spend 77 months in three different prisions. 
“ But it was the greatest that ever happened to me , because it was in prison I first heard of the Honroble Elijah Muhammed. His teachings were what turned me around. The first time i heard the honroble Elijah Muhammed´s statement , ´the white man is the devil , ´it just clicked. I´am a good example to way Islam is spreading so rapidly a cross this country. I was nothing but a another convict , but Mr. Muhammed´s teachings were able to reach into prison , which is the level where people are considered to have fallen as low as they [image: image4.jpg]


can go. His teachings brought me from behind prison walls to place me on the podiums of some leading colleges and universities in the country. I often think , that in 1946 , i was sentenced to 10 years in Cambridge , Massachussets , as a common thief who had never passed the eihgt grade. And the next time i went back to Cambridge was in March 1961 , as a guest speaker at the Harvard Law School Forum. This is the best example of Mr. Muhammed ability to make somthing out of nothing , to take nobody and make somebody.”
A year and a half later Malcolm X becomes the Nation of Islams 
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“ face” and answers alot of questions about Nation of Islam. Him and another great speaker almost in the same age ,  Martin Luther King face each other in a debate. These two leaders are heavly under surveillance by the U.S goverment as they are considered the two strogest black leaders during that time.
Martin and Malcolm start the debate where Martin is explaining that the two races must learn to live toghter , while Malcolm say that they will never be able to live side – by - side and explains that it will only make the suffring longer for the black people. He finishes by saying that the black people would be better of if they took distance from the white people.

This speach by Malcolm made alot of people upset , mostly white people , but also Elijah Muhammed and other leaders in Nation of Islam. In the quiet they are know starting to work against him and they are shuting him out more and more until he decides to break up with Elijah Muhammed and the Nation of Islam , this was in late 1963.
There where many factors to why he broke up with them , one  big eye opener came when he found out that Elijah Muhammed had used two sekretaries sexually and had four children with them.

1964 Malcolm makes an unforgettable journey to the holy city of islam – Mecka , this journey would change him forever. Not only does he change his X for El-Hadj Malik El – Shabazz , no he also experince a big feeling of toghterness between all the races , whether your black , white , brown , yellow or even green they where all muslims.
It´s also here that he descovers that all white people are´nt devils , but that the attitude is more importent then the color of your skin.

And at the same time , he descovers that Islam is the only way we can solve are racial diffrenses. 
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But when he returns to America in the beginnig of the summer 1964 , he meets an America with big racial issues and he get´s blamed for them. At the sametime Elijah Muhammed and himself are in a twist and calling each other names. Malcolm feels threathend from all sides and fears for his life. Toghter with the author Alex Haley they start writing his autobiography , 
and in the end he was right.

Because on 21th February 1965 he get´s                      
shot sevral times during a demonstration 
and dies at the age of 40.

Two black muslims get´s convicted for 
the murder and get´s sent to prison. Malcolm was buried at the Ferncliff Cemetery in Hartsdale , 

New YorkMalcolm X is, New  
But they never made clear who was really behind it. 

But you can always guess ! 
The Nation of Islam
What was going to become the Nation of Islam was in the biginning during the start of 20th century a small sect for black workers.

Elijah Muhammed got a revelation in the biginning of the 1930th from        “ god ” who “ told ” him he had to lead the black people to paradise.

He preached “ gods words “ and more and more people started following him. In the struggle against the white peoples opression during the 50th and 60th the Nation of Islam played a big roll. Malcolm X was their best speaker and stod against Martin Luther King who also was a black man , but with other ideas. Martin Luther King was a convinced Christian with no entension of hurting anyone , but the Nation of Islam was more a militant group which was more ready to fight for their rights.

Elijah Muhammed died 1975 and Wallace Muhammed took over. After Elijahs death the movement became more islamic and much less radical. Conatacts where made with jews and christians , white citizents where aloud to join the group and good relations where made with some arabic countries like Saudiarabia. The organisation under Wallaces lead closed down 1987. A new leader called Louis Farrakhan took over.
Ideology

The Nation of Islam must be seen in the relation to the strong racism that was big back then and still is in today in America.

The religious believes that runs Nation of Islam is an answer on centuries of white racist opression. They mean that the black people are gods chosen people , but somehow and for some reason they have lost the control and instead they have becomed opressed. But some day the control will be back to the black people.
“The raceideology ” means that diffrent rases have diffrent abilities and black people have a speciall way to think and act. The race becomes a “ natural unit “. Because diffrent races have diffrent conditions and abilities countrys should be based on race.
The Nation of Islam works to create a black nation on the American continent. A nation that is more runed by dictatorship then democracy. Alot of the everyday work is to build seperate hospitals , schools and police. They mean that white people can´t handle common things in a black society. Further on , the Nation of Islam  are very critical against religioues expressions like christianity , and orthodox islam.
The Nation of Islam believes that all these religious expressions are racist and aims to opress the black people. The Nation of Islams leader Louis Farrakhan , has been accused of being the worst 

anti-semite in America and many of his statements sound like it , but the Nation of Islam is rather a racistorganisation then a anti-jewish one.
The finish

I just want to say that this work has been one of the funniest and most interesting work I have ever done.
So what did i learn about Malcolm X ?

I´ve learned that he wasn´t always so smart and that he had a half white mother. ( His hate for white people starts ). 
I´ve learned that he had a tough upbringing and that his father was killed when he was very little by the KKK. ( Where his hate for white people grows). 

But although he had it hard in the begining he did go to school when he lived with that white family and things looked quite good , but he was the one who choose to throw it all away.
And I have also learned that when i see this with my eyes 
(as a muslim) I can see that the Nation of Islam had it all wrong.
They didn´t preach from the Koran and they made up rules that only aloud black people to be muslims which is all wrong. But it pleased me to see that in the end Malcolm got the right message and left the Nation of Islam ( which I don´t consider is a Islamic movemet , it´s rather a racistorganisation for black people , and I think a lot of people agree with me on that). I also believe that if he would have lived a little longer he could have achived much more then you could ever imagine for the black people. And that the majority of the black people would have converted in to Islam. 
To bring the research to an end I like to guess the one who was behind the murder , i can´t say I´am right but maybe you will agree with me on some points.

My guess would be Elijah Muhammed because he had motiv.
He was constently jealous on Malcolm X because of his fame.

Then Malcolm breaks up with them and starts his own movement , with other messages , the right messages about Islam and i believe Elijah was afraid that Malcolms popularty would make the followers of Elijahs movement to go over to his side. So he hires to killers to kill Malcolm before his movement has any chance to grow. 
But then again it could have been a powerful white man that hired them (because the muslims where growing and getting stronger and stronger). You see , because it was two black muslims that shot him they would have a hard time believeing that it was a white guy. Istead they would focus on the Nation of Islam and assume it´s a powerful muslim like Elijah Muhammed that could influance two young black muslim to it. Like I think. And it was a perfect time after all , because of the twist between them. 
A certian guess is that we will never find out if I´am right or wrong..... 

or will we..... ?

                 By : Mahmoud Chninou 9a

